VERDICTUM.IN

STATEMENT OF OBIECTS AND REASONS

After completing 75 years of Independence. the nation has begun its journey into
Amritkal with a goal of becoming * Vikasit Bharat’ by 2047, Realisation of this goal will require
contribution of all sections of society in the spirit of *Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
Sabka Prayas” The mle of womern, constituting a half of the population, is exfremely important
in realisation of this goal

2. Government has taken a number of steps to brimg *Nan shakti’ to the forefront
through women's empowenmenl and wemen led development resulung in substantml
improvement i financial uxdependence of women and availability of equal access 1o educarion
and health. Government has also emphasised “Ease of Living', especially of women, through
warious imtitives mcluding Ujjewala Y ojana, access 1o loilets under Swacch Bharat Mission,
financial inclusion through the Mudma Yojna, ete. However, true empowerment of women will
require greater participation of women i the decision making provess as they bring different
perspectives and ennch the quality of legisintive debates and decision-making.

1. While women participale substantively in the Panchayml Raj institufions and
municipal bodies. their representation. in the State Legislatures us well 48 in Parlisment is still
limited. Providing for Wigher representation of women at Stale and nationa! level has also been
a long pending demand. There have heen several efforts to miroduce women'’s reservation in
the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies. The last such attempt was made m 2010, when
the Rajya Sabha had passed a Bill for women's reservation, but the same could not be passed in
the Lok Sabha.

4. |n arder to enable greater participation of women as public representative in policy
making a1 State and national level, it is decided to mtroduce a lresh legislation for Constitutional
smendment to provide for, as nearly as may be, one-third of lotal seats m the Houvse of the
Peaple, the legislative assembly of every State and the Legislatve Assembly of the Nationnl
Capital Termitory of Delhi to be reserved for women

5. The Bill seeks 1o achieve the above objectives.

New Delhi; ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL
The 18th Septembir, 2023.
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Bill No.!%4 0f 2023
THE CONSTITUTION (ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHTH
AMENDMENT) BILL, 2023
A
BILL

Surther to amend the Coanstinution of India.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Seventy-fourth Year of Republic of India as follows:-

L (1) This Act may be called the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-gighth Short ditle mad
Amendment) Act. 2023, CommeneEEl

{2} It shall come into force on such date as the Ceniral Government may, by notification
in the Official Gazette, appoint

2. In article 230AA of the Constitution, o clause (1), after sub-clavse (b}, the following :Elﬁ'ﬂ.a af
¢lauses shall be inserted. namely:

“(ba) Seats shall be reserved for women in the Legislative Assembly of the National
Capital Termitory of Delhi.

(bh) As nearly a5 may be, one-third of the seats reserved for the Scheduled Castes
in the Legislative Assembly of the National Capital Termitory of Delhi shall be reserved
for women

{be) As nearly as may be, one-third of the total aumber of seats to be filled by direct
election in the Legislative Assembly of the National Capital Territory of Delhli (including
the nimber of seats reserved for women belonging 1o the Scheduled Castes) shall be
reserved for women in such manner as Parlisment may by law determine.”.
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3. Afler urticte 130 af the Comstitenn, e Follow g nveche shnll be imened, amwely —

IHRA (1) Senne shall be reserve for women i e Hiuse of ihe Peigile

(20 As rarty an oy be, ong-Abrrd of the fomf pamber of sexts peserved under claae
(25 ol mriscle 330 slakl be reserved Tor women belonging 4 e Scheduled Custes an the
Lelieduled Tries.

(41 As neuthy e ey be, one-third §imelasdonyg the mmber of sty reserved fiv
wuimen helnagin; b the Schedubed Casies and the Schediled Tribesi of the iotal mamber
af weits 10 he filled by derect election (o the Hinso of the People shall be reserved foo
wien.

4. After nrtiele 337 of the Canmtsatson, (e fnbnwing arascle shall be insencd. namely—

“REA (1) Seuss slul] ke reserved Tor wemses i the Legislative Assembily of every
Blihe

{24 As neaedy s ety e, i thirg ol the (otnl mumber of sesin reserved ander clamse
i3y of nriecle 532 shall be pserves] Ty women belsmeing o e Schediled pses ar-the
Scheduled Tribey

(3 Ax perly s may Be nredhind (rmeleding B munbser f st reserved foe
wamnyets belongiing 0 the Soheduled Casted sl the Sidedubed Trbes) of ke 10ind nambes
of neaty i he filked hy danest idection in the Legsiative Assemnbly of every State chall he
reserved for women ™

. ANer articls T34 il the Combiutame the Follesving aricle wiall be inserted. namely—

“334A. 1) NoewalBsterdmg ansthmg in the Fooegmng proyeu of s Pan o e
W11, the prosdsimi of the Constitution relsting 10 the ressrvation of seats for wienen im
the Mimase of 1he Penple, the Legialative Assembiy of a State and the Leginlarive Assemhbly
af the Matvma! Capital Temiory of Dulkl phall coome into effes afier =0 caencine af
delmmitathion t anderiken fn ihls uirpese aller the relevand Ggures for U fiol oo
mken sfier commencensmi of the Comsvntion [One Hyndred  and  Twesriy-erglitly
Amendment) Act M2V hove been published and shall cease 1o hnve offect oo the
expirmpan of 1 pernd of fifleen yean fm such commencommt

(2} Sibwpecy ot provisioms of articles 2I9AA THIA and TF2A, seats reserved for
weermen i Uhe Hoase of the People. the Lepsisive Assembly ol's Staso and the Lepisimie
Assemibly of the Malivmil Cinpitel Termsory of Delb shall contdie 4l such date w5 the
Parliitent muy by s determing

EX) Retutive iof sesis senerved o women iy the House ol the People, the Legislobive
Assembly of & Stnte and the Leglsliive Assemldy of the Natioial Caqzal Terriory of
Diellsi sbuall ke effect afier ench mibsequent exsrdase of delumsintion as the Padisnen
atay by Lo detesmine

14) Nartbiiry v this artecle shall alfect sy repaesentadion m the Hiuse of the Peogple,
ihe Legisative Assembly of o St or the Lepsbative Assembly of the Nutnosl Copitl
Terrriey of Delli until “the dissofution of the e existing Hoow of the Teophe,
Leglative Asweushly of & Stale or the Legisintive Assembly of the Mibneal Copital
Terrsivey ol Delhkl, ™ '

b The senendments mule 1o ke Constitation by the Cemditution (Chie Hutidmed o
Tueniy-elgtah Amerddment) Act, 223 simll ot affec) miy representation isi the 1bduse of the
Pepple, the Loyl Assembly of o Staie or the Lepmalative Assembly of the Mobional Usguial
Territory ol Delle tmti] the dissolution of (ke House ol the People . the Legiskrivve Assembly of
o Seie v the Legislntive Assernbiy of the Mibona! Capital Terriury of Theliv, ns the cuse mny
be, ki eanlenes ol the commaenceimers o the siid At
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDLUM

The Bill, if enacted, is not likely o involve any expenditure, either recorming or non-
recurring, from and out af the Corsolidated Fund of India.



