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A. J. DESAI, C. J. & V. G. ARUN, J.

===========================================

W. P. (C) Nos. 9534 of 2020, 996 of 2012 & 31236 of 2023

===========================================

Dated this the 10th day of June, 2024

O R D E R

A. J. Desai, C. J.

We  have  heard  the  learned  counsel  appearing  for  the

respective parties. We have also gone through the report submitted

by the learned Amicus Curiae and the counter affidavits filed by

the parties to the proceedings. 

2.  Prima facie,  we are  of  the opinion that  the  Committee

constituted  pursuant  to  the order  passed by the  National  Green

Tribunal  way  back  in  the  year  2020  or  the  Central  Pollution

Control Board or the Kerala State Pollution Control Board have

not taken appropriate  steps to curb the pollution in and around

Periyar river. The photographs produced by the learned Amicus

Curiae along with the report speaks itself as to the extent to which

the river is polluted by industrial effluents, which are hazardous to

human beings as well the flora and fauna. Therefore, at this stage,
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we pass the following order:-

(i) Let a Committee consisting of the Secretary, Directorate

of Environment and Climate Change, Government of Kerala, the

Regional  Director,  Central  Pollution  Control  Board,  Regional

Directorate, Bangalore and the Chairman, Kerala State Pollution

Control Board, be formed. 

(ii) The Committee shall visit all the places already visited

by Mr. Ananthakrishnan A. Kartha, learned Amicus Curiae. 

(iii) The Committee shall ensure that the representatives of

the petitioners as well as the learned Amicus Curiae accompany

them during such visits.

(iv)  The  Committee  shall  file  their  report  containing  the

suggestions  and action to  be taken to  curb the pollution in  the

Periyar river. 

The Executive Engineer, Irrigation Division, Kakkanad P.O.,

Ernakulam, is suo motu impleaded as additional 6th respondent in

W. P. (C) No. 9534 of 2020. 
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Copy of the order shall be supplied to all concerned. 

Post on 03.07.2024. 

Sd/-

A. J. DESAI

CHIEF JUSTICE

        

Sd/-

V. G. ARUN

JUDGE

Eb
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